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“Most conversations about peace revolves around the topic of violence, conflict and reconciliation, but the seed of
peace has to be sown at home.”

Badulla is one of the oldest towns in Sri Lanka, dating back to the time of the Sri Lankan Kings. I was born and brought up in the heart of Badulla,
the capital of the Uva Province and one of the most picturesque regions in the hill country. Surrounded by tea plantations, it is the second largest tea
producing area after Nuwara Eliya.

As a girl born to a conservative Muslim family, life was mostly confined to shuttling between home, school and tuition classes. For me, the thought
of venturing out of the comfort of my home seemed scary and daunting. Outings were always a family affair, as is with most Muslim families. But
when I joined the Badulla Family Wellbeing Centre in 2016 as a field facilitator, all of this changed. I had to find my footing and find it fast, to launch
my first project on drug awareness in the local community.

However, it wasn’t until I participated in the UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program, that I found the strength and courage to venture out
on my own and explore the areas of advocacy, and peace and reconciliation. The training changed me in many ways and helped me gain a better
understanding of what peace and reconciliation actually meant and how conflicts arose and the role of the community in preventing its escalation.
Prior to the training my perception of peace and conflict was what I saw in the news and other television programmes. It was not a topic I had
explored previously. The capacity building programme also transformed me to take on a lead role, to explore outside my circle of family and friends
and opened my eyes to a whole new world.

One of the outcomes of the capacity building program was for each of us to do a personal project on youth and peace agenda in our own community.
I chose to look at peace and gender roles in both conflict and resolution. Most conversations around peace revolves around the topic of violence,
conflict and reconciliation, but the seed of peace has to be sown at home. The focus of the project was gender responsive peacebuilding which was
aimed at improving the well-being of communities with a special emphasis on children, youth and women. The project intended to enable them to
address integral factors of gender based issues. My focus was on the large concentration of plantation workers in Badulla and the surrounding areas.
The mention of Badulla mostly evokes a connection to its scenic beauty, not the hardships faced by a large segment of its residents who struggle to
sustain a living and continue to live in cloistered homes without any freedom.

Most women within the plantation communities in Badulla are never at peace. Their path to education is stopped when they are young and married
off soon after. There is no opportunity for them to express themselves or excel in any activity which they are passionate about. The men use alcohol
as an outlet of escapism from the harsh reality of the lives and the women are trapped within the four walls of their tiny homes, with no hope of
finding peace or solace. It is not even a matter of equal rights, it is about having the right and having the freedom to be oneself.

I wanted to show people that there was a better way to live, than follow the stereotypical path where men and women are enslaved by their gender.
This was the basis of my project. I spoke to several people including the youth in the community, enlightening them about equality among the
genders, and equality and freedom, how it can avoid the collapse of families.

It was more challenging than I had anticipated to reach out to a community to speak about gender equality as a woman. People were also not too open
to the idea of a Muslim girl advocating gender equality, peace and reconciliation and didn’t understand what my intention was. There was some
resistance at first to allow me to conduct workshops and it took a lot of convincing to build a level of trust. My age became a barrier too because the
adults questioned my credibility and my capacity to successfully conduct a project of this nature. I had to fight all these odds before I was able to
make any progress.

I wouldn’t call the project an outright success; at first people were reluctant to speak and express themselves, but with time, some of them started
opening up, they lost their inhibitions and realized their notions were misguided. I have been returning to this community to follow up on their
progress and ensuring they don’t revert to their old ways of thinking.

My hope is to pursue my peacebuilding work in the line of creating awareness about drug addiction among youth. So far, I have visited one school
in the area, and spoken to the youth about drug and alcohol addiction and the repercussions of substance abuse. I plan to take them to the cancer
hospital in Badulla in the future, for them to see what drugs and alcohol abuse leads to.

I am also eager to connect both gender issues, and drug and alcohol addiction to create a project that addresses both these issues that affect the
community I live in. [ believe that in order to find peace, these fundamental problems need to be addressed and barriers need to be broken.

For me as a youth, peace is more than the absence of active conflict. Peace is about having a peaceful mind, achieving inner peace. The reality is that
even after independence, and subsequently winning the war, we are not at peace, we are still living with unrest, distrust and some level of animosity
towards each community. That is why it is important for young people to step up and create a process where the next generation follows and takes
the baton forward. When the youth come forward and speak about issues that are important to society, people take notice, and that is the start to a
cycle of change.

Rahmathulla Nuha is a 21-year-old from Passara, in Badulla, and has been involved in peacebuilding in Sri Lanka for 3 years. Her work is focused
on gender responsive peacebuilding with special emphasis on improving the well-being of communities with a special emphasis on children, youth
and women. She is also working at the grassroots level to address drug and alcohol addiction in her community. She is currently employed as a Field
Facilitator at the Family Wellbeing Centre, in Badulla.
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Rakulan Uthayanayaky Kandasamy




“There won’t be lasting peace unless there is true equality for all citizens, not just one community”

Jaffna was the heart of the Northern region, with a vibrant economy driven by agriculture, fisheries and many indigenous industries. It was also a
centre of educational excellence, with the Jaffna library being coveted across Asia for its wealth of books and ancient literary works. The library
along with thousands of civilian lives, their homes and their livelihoods were lost to the ravages of war.

The war may have ended ten years ago, but we are still battling to resolve many issues to return to a semblance of normalcy in our lives. Thousands
of Northern Province natives still live in temporary housing or resettlement camps, while many await the fate of their loved ones, who went missing
during the war.

It is in this backdrop that I chose to focus on two key areas after participating in the UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program. The first is an
advocacy initiative and takes directly from the insights we gained about peacebuilding and advocacy, about having clarity in our communication and
our role in the process. In the post-war era, many war monuments were erected in the North, celebrating the victory of the armed forces.

While, some see this as a tribute to the soldiers, they also fail to realize that there were two sides in this internal struggle. Peace and reconciliation in
a civil conflict needs to be sensitive to the needs of everybody involved. The Tamil people were also innocent bystanders and faced the brunt of the
war, living in the line of fire. But the root of the war was to fight for equality, for recognition that they have the same rights that their Sinhala counter-
parts had.

In this context, the war monuments represent the defeat of the Tamil people’s cause. It is also a reminder of the many family members who died or
are still missing.

When we spoke about this with the other participants at the UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program, we understood their view of the
monuments and how a Sinhalese person may feel the monuments are a tribute to the heroic deeds of their sons who dedicated their lives to win the
war. But when we explained how the Tamil people felt and as we shared each other’s experiences, all of them understood the negative impact of the
war monuments.

The war monuments have also become an attraction for local tourists visiting the North. They see it as a victory of the Sinhalese people and the towns
in the north are seen as the spoils of war. Most don’t even attempt to explore the local culture or understand the people in this region.

‘We have lobbied the Chief Minister of the Northern Province, the Prime Minister and the President on this issue. Both the Chief Minister’s and the
Prime Minister’s office wrote back stating that the issue had been directed to the President’s office and to the Secretary of Defence. We also received
a letter from the Defence Ministry, as the war monuments came under their purview, and have stated they would investigate the issue.

I am not sure what the next step in this process will be or how it will turn out. We can only hope that there will be some redress to the Tamil people
and more people will understand what reconciliation means and what really needs to happen at the end of civil war.

After the completion of the third phase of the UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program, the Training of Advocates, I was able to gain the
knowledge on what advocacy is and the way to set an advocacy strategy. This motivated me to work on a project to create awareness about transition-
al justice and how it can help in the reconciliation process.

This led me to realize that since the end of the war, the focus has been on economic development as a means of creating opportunities for the Tamil
people to return to a normal life. However, this does not address the emotional, psychological and sociological needs of the people. Preventing the
displaced from returning to their homes and their lands; to revert to their ancestral vocations of farming, fishing and trade is also a key factor prevent-
ing the Tamil people from finding closure to the scars of war and to contribute positively to the economic progress of the region.

There won’t be lasting peace unless there is true equality for all citizens, not just one community. To foster this process, the working group led by
the participants of UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity building Program, formed a team focusing on ‘Equality and Justice’ to work in areas where reconcil-
iation efforts have been lacking. One of these areas is Keppapulavu, a village in Mullaitivu. The people of this area were relocated during the war
and ten years since the end of the war, their lands remain under military occupation. Some families have been engaged in a protest alongside the
camp, for two years this March (2019), asking the government to release nearly 173 acres still under military control. A year into the protest, the
government did intervene to release some 112 acres of the 285 acres under military control. Most former residents of this village now engage in day
labour to make a living and remain in the temporary housing they have been provided with.

I am also keen on lobbying the government to repel the Prevention of Terrorism Act, provides the police with broad powers to search, arrest, and
detain anyone they decide is a suspect. Even the proposed replacement; the Counter Terrorism Act of 2018 has many provisions that contravene basic
human rights. In my opinion, there are a number of laws which can deal with any terrorist threat comprehensively, negating the need for a separate
act. | am keen to continue my work in this area and help the people of the region regain their rights and real freedom in time to come.

Rakulan Uthayanayaky Kandasamy is a 28-year-old from Jaffna, and has been involved in peacebuilding in Sri Lanka for 5 years. His work is
focused on establishing equal rights for all the citizens of Sri Lanka, not just those belonging to one community, resulting in sustainable peace. He
also plays an important role as part of a group of youth who focus on ‘Equality and Justice’ in areas where reconciliation efforts have been lacking.
He currently works as the Coordinator of the Equality and Justice.
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“Though our attempt at addressing the youth unemployment issue may not have any connection to positive peace on
the surface, you can see the link between these two aspects in a broader perspective.”

The peacebuilding story from the members of Suzhiyam Foundation (the organization founded by UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building
Programme participants)

Suzhiyam Foundation was initiated by UNV #Youth4Peace participants Rathnasingam Kesavaram, Kachchi Mohamed Pratheep, Amirthalingam
Dhaneshkanth, Nadarajah Thisenthira and Khaleelur Rahman Mohammed Rashidh Hanaan with the support of Vadivel Abishethvarman and other
young peacebuilders. The goal of the foundation is to work towards addressing the issue of youth unemployment in their community by creating
awareness about vocational training. The foundation also focuses on environmental peacebuilding as a platform to connect youth from different
communities. This story is narrated from the perspective of Dhaneshkanth, Pratheep and Abisheth on behalf of the Suzhiyam Foundation.

Amiﬂhalingam Dhaneshkanth: While we were considering our peacebuilding project after taking part in the residential Training of Leaders
on Youth and Peace in the Eastern province (the 1st phase of UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Programme), extensive research showed us that
youth unemployment often contributed to communal disharmony this country. It was also evident that unemployed youth had a greater tendency to
abuse drugs and alcohol as a means of escapism. For instance, alcohol consumption rate is relatively significant in Batticaloa, where unemployment
among youth is very high. In one Grama Sevaka division we found that 835 youth out of 1000 are unemployed.

We were looking at ways to change in our community and make youth realize that employment is not confined to simply passing an exam and becom-
ing a doctor or lawyer. We wanted to enlighten the youth that there are other means to succeed and other paths to follow even if they are not academi-
cally inclined.

Kachchi Mohamed Pratheep: When there was communal disharmony in the country last year, including the anti-Muslim riots in Digana and
several other instances of violence, the youth of this country, were in the forefront playing a role in provoking the issue further, which led to devastat-
ing consequences. When you analyse the background, it is evident that most of the youth were unemployed and this made us realize that reducing
unemployment and increasing self-employment opportunities, will pave the way for a peaceful living.

Vadivel Abishethvarman: We formed the Suzhiyam Foundation which aims of promoting vocational education in Batticaloa. One of the focus
areas of the foundation is to promote vocational education and increase the standard of education in Batticaloa.

I was initially skeptical about the project when my friends (Ram, Dhaneshkanth, Pratheep, Hanaan and Thisa) who attended the UNV #Youth4Peace
Capacity Building Program spoke about creating peace by addressing issues of unemployment. After working with them and taking on an active role
in the foundation, I realized that the culture of peace has to be instilled in different ways and not just by speaking about peace. Addressing youth
unemployment was one way of ensuring that youth do not directly and indirectly instigate communal disharmony with their words or deeds.

Kachchi Mohamed Pratheep: We promote the National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) system offered by the Ministry of Skills Development
and Vocational Training through our organization to show youth that their lives do not have to be defined by university acceptance. We wanted to let
them know that there were alternate paths they can pursue to build their careers and achieve their goals.

Vadivel Abishethvarman: Even though the government has made an effort to promote vocational education, most youth are not interested in
pursuing that path. We realized that we as youth need to step up and take the message of vocational education to the younger generation. The
education system in the country has to change, to help people find gainful employment and lead productive lives.

Amiﬂhalingam Dhaneshkanth: So far we have conducted workshops in five schools, in Batticaloa area, which yielded successful results
considering our 40 participants. At least 10 to 15 of them realized that they had hope and a way to better themselves even if they do not pass their
exams and enter the university system. It was also surprising that most of the students were unaware of the NVQ system, which meant we needed to
continue creating awareness in order to get the message out.

Though our attempt at addressing the youth unemployment issue may not have connection to positive peace on the surface, you can see the link
between these two aspects in a broader perspective.

In Sri Lanka, peace is like a mirage. We are now experiencing negative peace, where issues of communal disharmony can flare up easily, because
there is no understanding or communication between people of each community. Most people are not confident of having positive peace ever, where
people of all communities can coexist and there is justice and equality for all.

Politicians in Sri Lanka manipulate youth for their benefit to create conflicts, instead of engaging in peacebuilding and use the anger and unemploy-
ment as means to provoke them. If the youth of this country are employed then there will be less chance that they would fall prey to these provoca-
tions, because they would be working towards creating a better future for themselves and not fuelling fires of communal disharmony.

Kachchi Mohamed Pratheep: I felt most students are not concerned about peace and reconciliation, so we wanted to change this. It is import-
ant for youth to be involved in peacebuilding because they will inherit the country from the older generation and their future depends on the actions
they take now. Before attending the UNV # Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program, I too held a very different view of the war and only thought of
the problems we faced, as residents of Batticaloa. But when speaking to the participants, I realized all of us suffered due to the war regardless of
which part of the country we belonged to.



Amiﬂhalingam Dhaneshkanth: Though there are a significant number of youth who believe in establishing peace and want to live in coexis-
tence ensuring equal rights for all, there are several others who look at people of other communities with prejudice. Most youth who live in the town
in Batticaloa mingle with each other and have formed friendships and bonds with people of other communities, but those who live in border villages,
are more narrow-minded in their thinking, because they have no opportunity to bond with people outside their own community. We believe that if
these youths are engaged in educational pursuits and get an opportunity to connect with people of different communities, there will be less chance
for a conflict to occur.

Vadivel Abishethvarman: As an organization we also focus on protecting the environment. We do not only speak to youth about planting trees,
but we include them in long term tree planting projects, that do not stop at simply planting a tree. We go one step further and talk to them about the
impact of nurturing the trees, which is meant to kindle their bond with nature. I think this is also a mechanism of promoting peace. We are currently
working with the Municipal Council of Batticaloa, to initiate a tree planting campaign in the coastal area. We hope to work with youth from multicul-
tural backgrounds, from schools and community organizations across the area with the hope of spreading the message of peace.

For me peace is so much more than living in a state where there is no violence or conflict. I believe we have to voice our concerns about issues that
affect people and find effective ways to resolve these problems, rather than waiting in hope that someone else will take the initiative to create a
climate of positive peace.

Kachchi Mohamed Pratheep: We need to be involved in order to see the change we want in our community and country and I believe the youth have
to lead the way.
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“Sinthuja and I hope to continue this effort of conducting programs, where hearing and speech impaired people could
gain knowledge about peace and reconciliation, spread the message to others and eventually become peacebuilders
themselves.”

Communication barriers, particularly language barriers have contributed to many conflicts. In that context, communication barriers do not simply
denote what is being said; it also takes into consideration the tone, context, cultural differences in the words or phrases and many more intricacies
that appear in the exchange. The complexity of communicating concepts of peace, conflict and reconciliation is amplified when it has to be conveyed
to a multicultural and diverse audience. Now consider explaining the same concept to people with dual-sensory deprivation; the most common being
persons with hearing and speech impairments. The challenge gets even tougher.

The reality is that hearing and speech impaired people are most often ostracized from society.

We understand people based on their religion and culture, but unlike us, the only difference they (those with impairments) understand is the difference
between people with impairments and those without. They are not concerned about issues that affect the rest of the population, such as peace, reconciliation
and communal disharmony simply because they have no concept of them. But I believe they are an important part of the peacebuilding process and need to
be included.

My role as a peacebuilder was a chance occurrence, that changed my life from being a bystander to an advocate. Sinthuja who has hearing and speech
impairments was attending the first phase of the UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program as part of the initiative to integrate differently-abled
individuals as peacebuilders. I was there as an interpreter for her and another participant with hearing and speech impairment. But when the other
participant was unable to attend subsequent sessions, I was offered the opportunity to participate in the program.

Sinthuja, a 22 year-old girl from Batticaloa, was aware of the war in Sri Lanka and it had come to an end. However, she had no in-depth understanding of
the intricacies behind the conflict and the consequences had on the people and the country due to the fact that sign language does not have a particular sign
for ‘non-violence’ for instance, which made it a difficult task to explain the proceedings to her. She also found it challenging to understand concepts such as
displacement and resettlement, because there were no signs in Tamil in Sri Lanka, to explain these issues. While grasping this knowledge she had so far not
been exposed to, Sinthuja confided in me that no one had taken time or made the effort to explain the details of the war to her, partially since she was still
very young at the time and that it was a difficult topic to explain words such as ‘non-violence’ in sign language. She said she would have believed anything
people told her as she was dependent on them to interpret for her. But she learnt all these concepts after she attended the UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity
Building Program.

After participating in the program, I also understood that those who are actively involved in efforts of peace and reconciliation in the country, are not
familiar with sign language and are unable to educate those with hearing and speech impairments and include them in peacebuilding initiatives.

The experience we gained at the capacity building program was the first for her. I learnt how to effectively convey the concepts of peace, conflict
resolution, violence and reconciliation to her, and she understood these concepts and the wider role of peacebuilding. She was later able to communicate to
me how to simplify these concepts, into easy to understand components, so as to explain them to other speech and hearing impaired individuals.

Now, Sinthuja has gained a healthy curiosity for more knowledge about peace and reconciliation and is keen on discussing the topics with others and
assessing the different viewpoints they share. Her participation also created awareness in the importance of including those who disabilities in the
peacebuilding process.

Since attending the UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program, we have conducted two awareness campaigns for the hearing impaired; one for
the scouts and the other for students of the Y.M.C.A Vaalvosai School for Deaf in Batticaloa. Through the training, the students and scouts were given
a basic understanding of concepts such as peace, violence and conflict. I am fluent in sign language and have an understanding of concepts related
to peace and reconciliation, so I was able to help them obtain a basic understanding of these matters using the closest terms in sign language,
combined with the use of pictures, actions and short dramas and skits.

Sinthuja and I hope to continue this effort of conducting programs, where hearing and speech impaired people could gain knowledge about peace
and reconciliation, spread the message to others and eventually become peacebuilders themselves.

I am happy that I am part of such a unique initiative because, even though there are sign interpreters in Batticaloa, very few of them are youngsters
and most of them are not interested in work such as this. In contrast, I enjoy my work as a sign interpreter and having to teach these youth a new
concept is a challenging yet rewarding task that I would continue. My goal is to give these differently-abled youth, the opportunity to take this
message and educate others with disabilities who may not know about peace and concepts related to peace. We hope to make them community
leaders so that they lead the conversation about peace and reconciliation among people with hearing disabilities. It will be my sincere pleasure to
support such initiatives in the future as well and spread the need for peacebuilding.

Thushara Edward is a 24-year-old from Batticaloa and has been involved in peacebuilding for almost a year. Her work is focused on guiding youth
to become active participants in the effort to create awareness about peace and reconciliation among different communities. As a sign interpreter she
is also committed to working towards the inclusion of disabled youth in the peacebuilding process, with the goal of making them community leaders
and peacebuilders. She is currently employed as a teacher at YMCA Vaalvosai School for Deaf in Batticaloa.

Sinthuja Yoganthiran is a 22-year-old from Batticaloa. She is using the knowledge she gained in the UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program
to create awareness about peace and reconciliation among youth with speech and hearing impairments in her community. She is currently employed

as a trainee teacher at YMCA Vaalvosai School for Deaf in Batticaloa.

NOTE: The article is written in the viewpoint of Thushara Edwards, who was interpreting for Sinthuja
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“As youth we needed to take the initiative to drive the change we wanted to see in our own communities
and in society.”

The UNV’s #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program was the first time I really understood the scope of peacebuilding and different aspects
affecting peace itself. For majority of us, peace meant the end of the war. This notion changed after attending the UNV’s #Youth4Peace Capacity
Building Program. I realized that sustainable peace meant equality for all, where people can live in coexistence, shedding their prejudice and precon-
ceived notions about individuals of other communities.

The UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program also allowed me to see that as youth we needed to take the initiative to drive the change we
wanted to see in our own communities and in society. As part of the capacity building program, we had to find an issue related to peacebuilding and
start a project within our community to bring about positive change.

Ten years since the end of Sri Lanka’s civil war, the majority Tamil occupied North is facing yet another conflict; drug and alcohol abuse, with Jaffna
topping the list for the highest per-capita alcohol consumption across the country.

According to HE the President there are three districts which pay very high amounts of taxes on liquor — Jaffna, Nuwara Eliya and Batticaloa. It is
also estimated that Sri Lanka’s rural population alone spends Rs. 32 billion on liquor per year.

This is what I saw as the most significant issue affecting peace in the North. Before initiating the project, I first spoke to religious leaders and commu-
nity elders to identify the true nature of the issue and the impact it had on the community. I then reached out to the families affected by drug and
alcohol abuse.

There are many reasons contributing to drug and alcohol abuse in the Jaffna Peninsula, including unemployment, acute poverty and post-traumatic
stress. While all of this could be linked to the war, it is also due to the lack of progress since the war that aggravate the situation. Most of these
families affected by drug and alcohol abuse are poor and have little recourse to a solution.

The mentors from UNV #Youth4Peace Capacity Building Program were very supportive in helping us execute our ideas and guiding us on how we
could address the issue and what we needed to focus on. I was able to get the guidance I needed from Ludmila, my mentor connected by UN
Volunteers Sri Lanka who was very supportive in helping me implement my idea with confidence to create the change I wanted to see in the community.

Based on this guidance, I partnered with the religious leaders in the area, the Police department and local youth clubs to formulate a series of
recommendations for the community to consider implementing to address the issue of drug and alcohol abuse.

There is however, a lot more that needs to be done at a grassroots level and a systematic change was necessary to address drug and alcohol abuse in
the North. The post-war reconciliation process is a key component of this process and includes the resettlement of displaced families back in their
own lands, which are still under military control.

These unresolved issues, lead to people seeking the comfort of alcohol and drugs as a way to escape their harsh reality. In this context, I felt there
was a need to take the message of peace education to students, with the hope of imparting them with the knowledge and skills to cope with psychoso-
cial problems they may face in the future.

I also felt the need to take peace education to schools to create a positive impression in the young minds about peacebuilding and how they could
affect peace within their communities.

I realized the importance in connecting with the students while they were still schooling, as it is difficult to connect with a large group of young
people in one platform once they leave school as they are either pursuing higher education or employed or looking for employment. This effort also
enabled me to help the students set up a Young Peacebuilders Association in their schools to make sure the learnings of peacebuilding are passed
down to the next batch of students.

My approach to convey the message of peacebuilding was running a workshop as opposed to an academic lecture. This helped engage the students
in discussing and sharing their own experiences as well as ideas on conflict resolution, preventing violence and promoting communal harmony.

I am hoping to facilitate a visit to Sinhalese schools, creating an opportunity for these students to interact on equal ground, to learn about each other’s
cultures and gain an appreciation for the many communities that live in Sri Lanka.

One of the key learnings I wanted the students to take away was the importance of self-discipline. It is the basis of change and affects everything we
do. I believe that it is the lack of self-discipline that leads to chaos and to violence and conflict thereafter. If each of us can train ourselves to be
self-disciplined, and instill the same value in others around us and from there on take the message across to the larger community, we can make a
change in the world we live in.

Ushani Ratnasingam is a 27-year-old from Jaffna and has been involved in peacebuilding in Sri Lanka for over two years. Her work is focused on
creating awareness about drug and alcohol abuse in her community and formulating recommendations that need to be implemented to combat
substance abuse. She is also promoting peace education among students, with the aim of creating future peacebuilders in the community.
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